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How To

PENNSYLVANIA

LEGISLATIVE REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION



Submitting a Statewide Map

The Legislative Reapportionment Commission invites all citizens of Pennsylvania to provide their input
and feedback. Our website gives the public the opportunity to submit complete, statewide map
proposals for state legislative districts for the House of Representatives or State Senate, using population
data from the 2020 census.

To submit a map to the Commission, you will need to follow three steps. More details on each step are
provided within this document.

Overview

SEEP 1: CreAle A IMIOP. ..........ocovveeeeeeeeriiiesieeeesstssiessteesstsssesstesssssstssasssssessssssassssssssssasssssssesssssssssssesns Page 2

Use a free, third-party redistricting website like Dave’s Redistricting (DRA 2020 (davesredistricting.org)
DistrictR (https.//districtr.org/pennsylvania), or DistrictBuilder (https.//app.districtbuilder.orqg/o/pa-Irc)
to create your map.

Step 2: Copy the Sharable URL t0 YOUI MaP...............cueceeevescesesesesieississesssissssssssessssssisns Page 14

Copy the shareable URL to the map you created.

Step 3: Submit the Map to the COMMUSSION..................ccecuecueeeeisersreiesesteseeireiesesiereesssseis e Page 16

Use the form on the Commission’s website to submit your map, including the shareable URL, to the
Commission.


https://davesredistricting.org/maps#home
https://districtr.org/pennsylvania
https://app.districtbuilder.org/o/pa-lrc

Step 1: Create a Map

Many free, third-party websites are available that provide the ability to create maps. The Commission
does not endorse any specific website but has provided instructions for the options below.

NOTE: These sites contain links to several other websites. The links provided on this site are solely
intended to provide additional information. It is the responsibility of the user to evaluate the content and
usefulness of information obtained from other linked sites.

1. Start on Pennsylvania Legislative Redistricting Home Page https://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/

) ™
D . w o the U.S. Census data
for the purpose of reappartioning the Ge s ly.

(Read More}

etotie 25,2021 - Peto et 81 cne D S €2 (i e liocation)
aare ovailabie or downiooed.

2. Click “Comment” in the top toolbar, or click “Share” on the Home Page. This will redirect you to
the “Comment” page.

{ Pennsylvania Redistricting

The Legislative Reapportionment Commission does not handle Congressional Redistricting. Rather, the boundaries of
Congressional seats in Pennsylvania are redrawn after every Federal decennial census by legislative action — in other
words, a bill that proceeds through both chambers of the General Assembly and signed into law by the Governor.

LEGISLATIVE REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION Page 2


https://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/

3. Create your map

You are now ready to create your statewide map. Follow the directions below to draft a map
using one of these free, third-party tools.

e Click here for instructions on how to create a Map using “Dave’s Redistricting”.
https://medium.com/dra-2020/building-your-district-map-c4368670648e

e Click here for instructions on how to create a Map using “DistrictBuilder.
https://qgithub.com/PublicMapping/districtbuilder/wiki/Getting-Started-with-
DistrictBuilder

e Click here for instructions on how to create a Map using “DistrictR”.
https://districtr.org/quide#startDistricts
***p| EASE NOTE: Maps must be drawn using the 2021 Adjusted Data. DistrictR has not
posted this data yet, so maps created on this site cannot be submitted at this time.



https://medium.com/dra-2020/building-your-district-map-c4368670648e
https://github.com/PublicMapping/districtbuilder/wiki/Getting-Started-with-DistrictBuilder
https://github.com/PublicMapping/districtbuilder/wiki/Getting-Started-with-DistrictBuilder
https://districtr.org/guide#startDistricts

Create a Map using “Dave’s Redlstricting”

1. Open a new web browser to https.//davesredistricting.org/maps#login

= DRAZ0ZY

Welcome to Dave's Redistricting

Kk

2. You will first need to register to have access to draw a map. In the top right corner, click “Sign
Up” or “Log In”.

[E DRAZ20Z0’ C‘FJG w] SERP‘H

Welcome to Dave's Redistricting q

3. Next, on the left side of the screen, provide your email address, create a password, and then click
“Sign Up”.
= DRA20TY 10 w “w v o él

Welcome to Dave's Redistricting

LEGISLATIVE REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION Page 4


https://davesredistricting.org/maps#login

After submitting your registration, you can create new maps or display a list of your saved maps by
clicking “Maps” in the top right corner.

< i= Maps)ﬂ o v 0
Q Apportionment Gains/Losse
Lose 1 Seat Gain 1 Seat
No change [ Gain 2 seat:
= DRA20Z0' Q

My Maps v (3meps) # edit « share [f§Duplicate T Publish [ Delete @B Rename [ Label
-] Preview  Name

Renumbering Districts

<}

Municipal Merger Area 1110

m}

District 44 revision

4. To create a new blank map, click “New Map” in the top right corner of the page, which displays a
drop-down menu of Map Settings.

o About Data u What's New n Feedback ‘ 0 Help ‘91 Donate

C| @ New Map #o New Community” v Import]

Labels Modified @ Plan State

5. You will be prompted to name your map with a title or summary explanation. Naming your map
will allow you to share, make changes, or revisit.

lo New Map } {o New Community“ ¢ Imp

Map Settings A

:> Name Municipal Merge

State Pennsylvania ~

Shapes 2020 Precincts

Plan Type State House «

Restrict To | Entire State

District Count 203




6. Select “Pennsylvania” from the drop-down menu. As soon as you select a state, you will be able
to choose several datasets from those available to work with.

[0 New Map l {o New Community” ¢ Imp

Map Settings ~

Name Division of Distrii

:>State Pennsylvania ~

Shapes 2020 Precincts

Plan Type State Senate ~

Restrict To | Entire State

District Count 50

7. In the Shapes option, click the drop-down menu and select “2020 Precincts”.

Map Settings ~

Name Splits in County :

State Pennsylvania «

$Shapes 2020 Precincts ~

Plan Type State Senate «

Restrict To | Entire State

8. Choose a “Plan Type” from the drop-down menu. You must choose either “State Senate” or
“State House”. DO NOT SELECT “Congress” as the Commission does not handle Congressional
Districts.

Map Settings ~

Name Division of Distri

State Pennsylvania «

Shapes 2020 Precincts «

C— > PlanType M

Restrict To  State Senate

District Count State House

Districts Have Equal ~ Other

Population Community




9. For the “Restrict To” option, you must choose “Restrict to Entire State” to complete the map.

Map Settings A

Name Municipal Merge

Stale Pennsylvania =

Shapes 2020 Precincts -

Plan Type State House

o —=*Resirict To Entire State

District Count 203

Districts Have Equal
Population

10. For the “Data Selector”field, in the drop down menu, choose “Total Pop (Adj) 2020”.
*** NOTE: Maps must be drawn using the 2021 Adjusted Data.

Data Selector ~

Primary Datasets

Select primary datasets, one from each group,
which will be used by District Statistics,
Demographics Colors and Partisan Lean Colors.

Shapes 2020 Precincts

Censlia Total Pop (Adj) 2020 ~
Latest = Total Pop (Adj) 2020

Voting Age Latest Voting Age Pop ~
Latest = Voting Age Pop 2020

Election Composite 2012-2018 ~

11. Finally, click “Apply” to save changes to your dataset.
64053
64053
64053
64053
64053
64053
64053
64053
64053
64053

Data Selector A

Primary Datasets

Select primarv datasets. one from each aroun

For detailed instructions on how to use the Dave’s Redistricting Tool, visit their Help Guide at
https://medium.com/dra-2020/building-your-district-map-c4368670648¢e



https://medium.com/dra-2020/building-your-district-map-c4368670648e

Create a Map using “DistrictR”

***PLEASE NOTE: Maps must be drawn using the 2021 Adjusted Data. DistrictR has not posted this data
yet, so maps created on this site cannot be submitted at this time.

1. Open anew web browser to https://districtr.org

2. Onthe Home Page, in the top right corner, click “Jump to the Map”.

You draw the lines.

/

»

HOW TO USE JUMP TO THE MAP ABOUT DISTRICTR WHAT'S NEW?

3. You will be redirected to a map of the United States. Click on "Pennsylvania”

Where would you like to start?

Pennsylvania

4. This brings you to Pennsylvania’s landing page, which contains all mapping options along with
background information. On this page, click “Draw Districts” and then click “Statewide”.

LEGISLATIVE REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION
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https://districtr.org/

Pennsylvania

‘ Draw Districts '

Draw a plan from scratch

‘ Statewide '

5. Next, you must choose either “Pennsylvania 50 State Senate Districts” or Pennsylvania 203 State
House Districts”. DO NOT SELECT “Pennsylvania 17 Congressional Districts” as the Commission
does not handle Congressional Districts. ***PLEASE NOTE: Maps must be drawn using the 2021
Adjusted Data. DistrictR has not posted this data yet, so maps created on this site cannot be
submitted at this time.

Pennsylvania

Draw a plan from scratch

{ Statewide

Peni:sylvania Pennsylvania Pennsylvania
17 Congressiznal Districts 50 State Senate Districts 203 State House Districts
Built ov:i of 2020 VTDs Built out of 2020 VTDs Built out of 2020 VTDs

What are the building blocks?
What are the data layers?

6. Finally, you redirect to your selected districting page where you can begin creating a map.

[OPFZE [save

Population

~ Population Balance

03 028 Deacanist Conauss o 2230 VTDs




For detailed instructions on how to use DistrictR, visit their Help Guide at Districtr User Guide |
Districtr

Districtr User Guide | Districtr

Getting Started with Communities. On the Districtr homepage, click "Jump to the Map” in the top right corner. You will be
redirected to an interactive map of the United States.

districtr.org

LEGISLATIVE REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION Page 10
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Create a Map using “DistrictBuilder”

Custom templates, specifically for the Pennsylvania Legislative Reapportionment Commission, are

available for creating your map.

***Resolution 6A 2021 Data Set #2, which is Federal Decennial Census 2020 Data Set #1 with adjusted
geography and population along with the population adjusted for prisoner reallocation for individuals

incarcerated in State correctional facilities, as determined by the census.

1. Open a new web browser to https://app.districtbuilder.org/o/pa-Irc

2. You can start a new map using the templates provided by DistrictBuilder. These templates
include the adjusted 2020 census data sets that are required to submit a map to the Legislative

Reapportionment Commission.

4 DistrictBuilder

Y27 Pennsylvania Legislative
&% Reapportionment Commission
@ PA & www.redistricting state. & 8 builders

Article 2. Seation 17 of the Pennsylvania Constitution provides for a Legislative

consists af f

of them, and a chai
agreament, by the Pe:

Senate or state House map using the adjusted data, pursuant to Reselution 5A.

Templates

House of Representatives (blank) State Senate (blank)
Pennsylvaniz {Adjusted) - 203 Pennsylvania (Adjusted) - 50

districts using blocks, precincts, municipites.

and countes

Use this template Use this template

Featured maps

Start a new map using the official settings from Pennsylvania Legislative Reapportionment Gommission

Acallaction of highlightad maps bulll by membars of Pennsyivania Legisiative Reappoiionment Commission

Leave organization

Mymaps My Organizations Communitymaps  Resources °"



https://app.districtbuilder.org/o/pa-lrc

3. You must first click “Join organization” at the top of the page, giving you access to the

Commission’s template options.

4 DistrictBuilder

f‘g{: Pennsylvania Legislative
) Reapportionment Commission

Q Fn & wnwredistictig site . & 5 buidars

Astcle 2, Section 17 of the Pennsyhania Gonstiution provides for a

st o
consists of five
oftrem, and a cnal

agresment, by the Fer

Featured maps

Senate or state House: map o

A collectan of mighliphted maps bult by mamies of Pannayivanis Legislatys Reapportionmant Commission

i

both chambers (the siale

by o memEes or, 1

e Court. Use the links belaw o drw 3 state
e aUjusted ata, pUISUANI 10 RESoLNen A,

4. Click “Join now” and you are prompted to “Create a free account” or “Log in”. Select the option

that applies to you.

Join Pennsylvania Legislative Reapportionment
Commission

Joining an organization allows you to participate their public mapping

activities. You can create maps from their templates and have your maps
featured on the organization's page.
This organization will be able to see some of your information when you
join.

» View your name and email address

« View any non-private maps you create using their templates

You still have control over your maps. You can mark any of your maps
"Private" and they will only be visible to you

Go back

Pennsylvania Legislative Reapportionment
Commission builds maps with DistrictBuilder

DistrictBuilder is a free and open redistricting tool that puts the power of
drawing electoral maps in your hands.

100% free, forever

DistrictBuilder is completely free to use and open source

Uncover inequalities
Built-in population demographics and real-time updates make
drawing fair districts easy.

Engage your audience, friends, and family

Easily export your custom map. Share it in an article, on social

media, or with a friend!

—_—
Create a free account

Already have an account? Log in

5. To create an account, provide your name, email, and password, then click “Let’s go!”

< DistrictBuilder

Create an account!

NAME
EMAIL

PASSWORD

Already have an account? Log in

LEGISLATIVE REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION
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6. Next, check your email, and click the link from DistrictBuilder to activate your account.

s://app.districtbuilder.org/activate/GI27cdZ0TVIHrOLUXoxi1 w

Hi' PA Resident , welcome to DistrictBuilder!

< hit

To activate your account, please follow this T

7. You will receive notice that your account is active, and you now have access to draw your map.
Begin creating your map by clicking “Start mapping!”

<» DistrictBuilder

@

Thank you for activating your
account!

Start mapping!

8. When you have joined the Commission’s organization, a link will appear in the “My
Organizations” tab at the top of the page. Click “My Organizations” and then select the
“Pennsylvania Legislative Reapportionment Commission”.

4 DistrictBuilder Mymaps My Organizations Community maps  Resources ev

Fair Districts M

aislalive

Reeppartionmant Commissinn

v‘.&% Pennsylvania Legislative Leave organization
= Reapportionment Commission

9 PA & wwwredistricting state.... & 6 bullders

Article 2, Section 17 of the Pennsylvania Constitution provides for a Legislative

Reapportionment Commission to redistrict both chambers (the state Senate and the

slate House) in he year fallowing the Federal decennial cansus. The Commission

consists of five members: the four caucus floor leaders, or deputies appointed by each

of them, and a ensifman 1o bs selectad by hose Members o, ey canno reacr

agreement, by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. Use the links below to draw a stats

Senate o stale House map Using the adjusted data, pursuant (o Resoiution 5A

Templates

Starl a new map using the official seltings fram Pennsylvania Legislative Reapportionment Commission

House of Representatives (blank) State Senate (blank)
Pennsylvania (Adjusted) - 203 Pennsylvania (Adjus 0
nia Houss of Creats & map of the Pennsy

Greate 8 map of the Per
Reprasentatives dist blocks, pracincts. districts
municipaltias, and counties ana counties

a blocks, precin

Us this template Use this template

Featured maps

A collection of highlighled maps buill by members of Pennsylvania Legistalive Reapportionment Commission

LEGISLATIVE REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION Page 13



4 Start a new map using the official settings from Pennsylvania Legislative Reapportionment
Commission for the House of Representatives or State Senate, then click “Use this template”.

4 DistrictBuilder

z‘;g. Pennsylvania Legislative
&% Reapportionment Com

four caucus i
e selected by

Templates

Stalt & new Wap USINg e ofTical Seings 110m Pennsyivan

House of Representatives (slank)
Pennsylvania (Adju

] Fen

Tollowing ihe Federal de:

mission

leaders, er deputies appeinied
cannot re

members ar, i

& Legisiative Reappartionment Gommission

State Senate (blank}

vania [Adjusted) - 5

Use this template

Featured maps

& collection of highlighted maps buit by membars of Pannsylvania

Use this template

Lagislativa Reapportionment Commissian

Leava organization

Wymaps My Drganizations  Community maps  Resources ev

5 A map with the specific data you have selected will display. You can begin to draw your map.

@share @ Resources & Fxport | Evaluate

Districts

Number

. 810520
61052 Q.
6405 ©
61052 0
605 ©
B10s2

61052 0

810520
B1052 @
810320

8102

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
0
o
o

540520
841052 ©
61062 O
4052 ©
61052 O
61062 ©
61020
51052 0
Ba052 ©
sz @

841052 ©

B2 0

Erie

Labels - a

For detailed instructions on how to use DistrictBuilder, visit their Help Guide at Getting
Started with DistrictBuilder - PublicMapping/districtbuilder Wiki - GitHub



https://github.com/PublicMapping/districtbuilder/wiki/Getting-Started-with-DistrictBuilder
https://github.com/PublicMapping/districtbuilder/wiki/Getting-Started-with-DistrictBuilder

Step 2: Copy the Sharable URL to Your Map

Now that your map is complete, you need to share your map and copy the URL.

On Dave’s Redistricting:

1. When your map is complete and ready to share with the Commission, check the box in front of the

map you would like to share, and then click “Share” located at the top left in the toolbar.
= DRAZOZU (o} earch map st

My Maps v (1map) 4 Ed Duplicate ¥ Publish i Delete @B Rename (@ Label

Preview Name

District 44 revision

2. Next, click “Copy” and the map URL will copy to your clipboard. ***NOTE: “Allow Editing” must
be UN-checked before sharing your map.

Share Map

Copy and then share this URL.

URL
https://davesredistricting.org/join/0ed278f6-28f3-4aba-9b77-444c30ccd2d9

[ Allow Editing

REVOKE SHARING DISMISS

LEGISLATIVE REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION Page 15



On DistrictR:

1. When your map is complete and ready to share with the Commission, click “Save” located in the
top right corner. The site will display the map URL for you to copy and share.

OPAR o

Your plan has been saved! m
You can share your current plan by copying this URL’
https://districtr.org/plan/64517
Copied |
Tag or Event Code [ save as Draft

South 22
Team or Plan Name

Purple map

‘ Tag your map

2. You will be prompted to add tags and name your map. Naming your map will allow you to share,
make changes, or revisit.

On DistrictBuilder:

1. When your map is complete and ready to share with the Commission, click “Share” at the top of
the page in the toolbar, and a URL link of the map will display.

) @ Share ) @ Resources & Export | Evaluat

2. Next, click the clipboard icon, and the map URL will highlight and copy for you to share.

@ Share @ Resources &, Export | Evaluat

O PRIVATE Labels .. v
Only you can view

(O ONLY SHARE WITH LINK
Anyone with the link can view

(® PUBLISHED
Anyone on the DistrictBuilder website or with
the link can view

Shareable link

https://app.districtbuilder.org/projects/ee ‘

The Legislative Reapportionment Commission and technical staff are unable to assist with any mapping
instruction, map link, or any other technical issues you may experience using third-party websites.

Please visit the resource tab at DistrictBuilder | The Free and Open Source Redistricting
Tool , DRA 2020 (davesredistricting.org) or, Districtr User Guide | Districtr



https://www.districtbuilder.org/
https://www.districtbuilder.org/
https://davesredistricting.org/maps#home
https://districtr.org/guide#startDistricts

Step 3: Submit the Map to the Commission

Now that you have completed our statewide legislative map and copied the URL, you are ready to
submit your map to the Commission.

1. Start on the Home Page https://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/ Click “Share”, and you will
redirect to the Comment page.

***QOptionally, you can link to the submission form, on the Comment page, in the Drawing Districts
field, by clicking the text “the URL field of our district plan form”.

Use one of these free mapping tools to create your own statewide map of Pennsylvania's 203 House and 50
Senate districts.

Once you have completed your map, click the "Share” buitten, anhia link for your map that
anyone can view. You can then paste that link into , and;ubmit it to the
Legislative Reapportionment Commission,

For directions on how to use the comment form to submit your map, outlining

the steps.

Drawing a plan can be difficult. The teams behind many popular district building tools have resources for
youto use:

LEGISLATIVE REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION Page 17



https://www.redistricting.state.pa.us/

2. Onthe Comment page, in the “Draw a Statewide Map” option, click “Submit Plan”.

[ M
Draw a Statewide Map
Submit a statewide map containing all House or
Senate districts
Submit a Dave's Redistricting® or other link of

proposed district boundaries

=

A submission form will display. Fill out the form completely and make sure your name, address,
and email are correct. Fields marked with an *asterisk are required and must be completed for
submission.

3. Name your map with a title or summary explanation.

Draw a Statewide Map

The Legislative Reapportionment Commission invites everyone to contribute and share content directly related to the Pennsylvanid redistricting process. Content posted on this page will be
displayed publicly. The Commission expects it to be relevant and respectful

Fields marked with an asterisk (*) are required.

Title*

- —

4. Use the URL link created and copied from your saved map and paste it to the “URL” field of the
Submission form

URL*

< ]

5. Inthe “Applies To” field, select the option from the drop-down menu that matches your
completed map.

Applies To*

Please Select One
PA State House Districts
PA State Senate Districts

Please Select One v




6. For “Tags”, add any pertinent information or tags to your map file that will help others to search
for it.

Tags

Add tags to your submission here to help people search for it. These can be regions or cities, communities, identities, organizations, etc

/

< —

7.

In the “Comment” field, include information about your map or provide additional comments
that describe your map.

Comment

8. Tell us about yourself by providing your first and last name, address, and email. Only your first

name and the initial of the last name will display publicly. Your email and street address will not
be made available on the website.

Tell us about yourself

Your first name and the first letter of your last name will be displayed pubilicly.
Your email address and street address will not be made available on the website.

Salutation First Name*

Last Name*

Email* City/County* State*

Zip Code*

PA - Pennsylvania

9. Read over guidelines for submission and check each box before clicking “Submit”.

| understand that my public comment submission will be made available to the Commission and other members of the public.

| understand that my submission must comply with

=

| understand that while this public comment submission is a public document, my email address will be kept confidential to the extent authorized by law

LEGISLATIVE REAPPORTIONMENT COMMISSION Page 19
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